How to grow healthy

be innovative and use your gifts!

Campfest 2008
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God’s subcontractors

God is creator and owner of all,
He Is the original entrepreneur,
He is the original developer;
He has plans for his creation;

He has subcontracted that development to human
race

Gen 1:28 - stewards, managers

But contract broken!

@wm



Perspectives for the world

e Gen 1:28 - the Creation Mandate - God’s will on earth
SHALOM, right relatedness

* Business, job creation, wealth creation, product creation...
part of creation mandate, not just ‘worldly’ and ‘s ecular’ - to
be pursued with a sense of God’s calling,  vocation

» Business bankrolls society: wages and salaries, tax es for
public services, welfare, charities— God is interested in our
daily lives!

 Christian HOPE keeps the goal of transformation in sight -
working towards God’s shalom.

e Business(wo)men are on the front line of the expans lon of
the Kingdom!
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“Work Is worship”
(Martin Luther)

More than simply ‘witnessing’;

e fair trade, pricing, staff relationships, salaries ,
safety, customer relationships, honest and useful
products and services, environmental issues...

We are called to live by faith - listening to God’s voice,
direction, vocation - administration and giving (making money)
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A new way of thinking

All our goods & resources belong to God.
He is the owner of our business / company to.

| am asked to be a good steward — a manager not
acting on his own but in the will of the owner.

He will lead in all dimensions:

But he will also take the burden of responsibilitie S
away. | am not alone any more with difficult
decisions.

He has a long term view and a purpose for my life
and my company.

He will look after me every day —and serve my needs !
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Honest business iIs rooted in God

A few believe that only ‘spiritual’ things are good
However, God created a birch tree, for example,
and saw it as ‘good’ even though it may not be
deemed a particularly ‘spiritual’ end product. We
can create good in the 'secular' realm. God
created us In his image so we might create good
things for ourselves and for others.
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Pathway to Growth







Life Path Stages
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Leadership Path Stages
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Ministry Path Stages
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Business as missions (1)

 Many examples form history:

discipling nations - Waldenses, Hugenots in Geneva
and Basel; Moravians in Surinam; Carey in India,
Livingstone in Africa...

e today’s possibilities:  Muslim world, China, Central
Asia, Africa
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living as people of hope
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Business Path Stages
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God's will and character expressed in the Bible

e _Forl, the LORD, love justice. | hate robbery and w  rongdoing, |
will faithfully reward my people for their sufferin g and make an
everlasting convenant with them. “

Isaiah 61,8

e For the righteous LORD loves justice.”
Psalm 11,7

e _You (God) love justice and hate euvil.”
Hebrews 1,9

e . You (God) stand up to judge those whodo evi, OG  od, and to
rescue the oppressed of the earth.”

Psalm 76, 9

e _The LORD gives rightesousness and justice to all wh o are
treated unfairly” “

Psalm 103,6
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